
Please join the Biology Level 3 Summer HW 
Google Classroom.  The code to join is: gfey4un. 

There is a screencast with directions for the 
assignment posted on the classroom page 

 
 

Summer HW for Biology Level III  

DIRECTIONS: Read the following fictionalized passages from a biology student’s Project 
Oceanology field journal from the 2019-2020 academic year. Read the journal entries and note the 
observations of the writer. You should also examine the map of Fishers Island Sound that shows the 
location of South Dumpling Island (SDI).  

 

This assignment is due THE FIRST FULL DAY of science class  

Journal Entry #1 September 15, 2019 
South Dumpling Island Fishers’ Island 
Sound, NY TIME: 10:00AM Air temperature: 
27°C Water Temperature: 25°C  

After cruising for almost an hour on the boat ENVIROLAB III from the marina at Project Oceanology 
at Avery Point, we loaded onto a smaller boat, called a skiff, and came ashore this tiny poison 



ivy-infested island to study the nesting habits of gulls. While walking around the edges of the island 
watching the swirling, squawking birds, I noticed the transparent greenish “blobs” washing up on the 
beach with the rising tide. At first I thought they were jellyfish, but close examination revealed no 
tentacles or mouth parts of any kind on their underside. Instead, a small snout-like protrusion (nose) 
could be seen extending from a small indentation in the back end. A series of lateral lines were 
visible across its surface. The “blobs” were about the size of a tennis ball but more oval than round. 
There were no obvious sense organs – like eyes or ears – on their outer surface; however, I did 
observe a black button-like object about the size of a bottle cap on its front end. Curious, I scooped 
one “blob” out of the water with my hand. It felt warm to the touch. After a few short moments, I 
noticed the “blob” started to expand in size! Its transparent “flesh” seemed to darken, growing more 
and more solid in color by the moment. I freaked out, screamed, and tossed the “blob” back into the 
water. Oddly, as I watched it from the shore, its color lightened, its transparency improved and it 
seemed to return to its original shape and appearance. Whoa – it was like some kind of crazy sci-fi 
YOUTUBE video I saw somewhere before! I saw Mrs. St. George, a Bacon biology teacher who 
used to work for the Mystic Aquarium, walking down the beach. I called her over and pointed out the 
“blobs”. She looked surprised and said that in all of the times she had been to South Dumpling 
Island she had never seen anything like them  
 
Journal Entry #2 September 16, 
2019Bacon Academy Colchester, CT 
TIME: 1:45PM Air temperature: 22°C  

My hand is itching like crazy! I wonder if I accidentally brushed up against some poison ivy out on 
that island yesterday. Funny, I always thought I wasn’t allergic to the stuff. I never had a reaction 
before. I hope this won’t be a problem because I have a job interview after school at Dunkin Donuts 
and it could be a real issue shaking hands with my prospective boss!  

Journal Entry #3 October 2, 
2019South Dumpling Island Fishers’ 
Island Sound, NY TIME: 10:00AM Air 
temperature: 17°C Water Temperature: 
20°C  

We’ve returned to this windy place to continue our bird studies. The tide was high when we landed. 
As soon as I got off the skiff, I searched the surf and the beach for those “blobs” but none to be 
found anywhere. I reminded myself to be extra careful to avoid contact with poison ivy this time. My 
hand only cleared up last week! What a bummer – do you have any idea how difficult it was to text 
my friends?  



Journal Entry #4 May 2, 2020 
South Dumpling Island Fishers’ 
Island Sound, NY TIME: 10:10AM 
Air temperature: 20°C Water 
Temperature: 12°C  

Incredible as it may be to believe, there were thousands of “blobs” in the surf when we landed on 
SDI for our last bird study day. I mean, literally thousands, but every single one of them was about 
the size of a marble – not one “large” one in sight. Go figure. Lots of the little ones had washed up on 
the beach, looking dark green and opaque- you couldn't see through them at all! I tried to hop over 
them as I walked to my bird study site but I couldn’t help but step on a few- and boy did they smell 
sweet when crushed, kind of like burnt sugar or toasted marshmallows. I also noticed that these 
small “blobs” looked just like miniature “adults” if that makes any sense? I was just about to scoop up 
a few of the tinier “blobs” out of the surf when a Project O instructor started yelling at me to get going 
on my chick counts and quit fooling around in the water. What a puke! I was about to tell her ( I think 
her name was Linda) about the small “blobs” but I figured she just give me a hard time or another 
lecture about being “responsible”. Thanks, but no thanks. These marine biologists have spent just a 
little too much time with that “hypothetico-deductive reasoning” crap if you ask me....or maybe too 
much time in the sun. 

 

ANALYSIS Part 1:Relying on the journal entry descriptions, draw, label and title the “blobs” based 
on their form and life stages.  

● You should draw all the "blobs" (large and small in all forms) described in the journal.  
● Use colored pencils or other appropriate artistic media to enhance your illustrations.  

● Add any information to your illustrations that will aid in its presentation, such as labels, 
location found, date of journal entry.  

● Space your drawings appropriately – don’t crowd them. Remember the reader of your letter will 
not have seen these “blobs” in person, so your diagrams must be accurate.  

You will not be judged on artistic ability, (you will soon learn that I cannot 
draw well!) rather the ability to accurately represent the blobs from 

descriptions provided 

 



ANALYSIS PART 2 : Using the data provided in the journal entries, make a claim as to whether or 
not the blobs are indeed living organisms or not. Support your claim with evidence and provide 

reasoning as to how the evidence supports the claim.  

This portion of the assignment will count as an assessment grade.  

Remember – a scientist makes definite conclusions from concrete data, avoid inferences as 
they are not facts. This should not exceed one page in length but must be based on facts 
presented. This must be done in Google docs (see the links provided) and submitted on google 
classroom. Your teacher sent you an invite to the classroom.  

 
Links:  
Rubric used to assess the diagrams 
Graphic organizer for claim evidence reasoning:  
Rubric for claim-evidence-reasoning (CER)  
Claim-evidence-reasoning form 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wP5ad3phQN4ZjVJPgtHbouNOEYjmmMstW8LQLVd7zhk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-wrnJu9xa05FnK5v1YfU6MTSeqPdnJ8I/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eyDK6ndzJYw0m-RSZxE2U656ckNGfIbJ_HYAYxRLLVE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18DSl3nAcpYz6m-BARn1SqfDsfWIXPgxEUubcIS5Uldk/edit?usp=sharing

